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The Kingdom of God is the eternal spiritual home where Believers will live with God in infinite (ZOI) blessing, provision, love, joy, intimacy & holiness as his children.
Luke 4:43-44 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God…because that is why I was sent.”
John 14:6-7 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
Colossians 1:15-19 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church
The Tree of Life Learning Model Review:

1. Faith

the Bible is the living word of God
2. Jesus 

the Jewish Messiah is the key to understanding 
3. Intent 

Understand God’s beginning and ending intent
4. Redeem
God redeems for His Glory and Glorifies the redeemed. 
5. Heart  

God is a Person who desires love and relationship
6. You
 
All scripture is for you: Understand the Time, Place and Audience
7. Character
God is Love and Holiness and we are being transformed into His likeness.
8. Love

Even God’s Judgment is based on Love
9. Eternal
God does not change but we mature and God teaches to this progession.
10. Paradigm
We must make a paradigm shift to Yeshua’s viewpoint

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full or abundantly.
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B: 
The Old Testament is to learn how Israel failed to live up to God’s covenants.

B:
The Old Testament is about Israel and not the Church. 

Z:  
I am grafted into the covenants of Israel as the seed of Abraham by Faith in Yeshua/Jesus.

Z:
God is teaching about me and all people in the Old Testament. God is the main character not the people.
Z:
When I study the Old Testament I should discern Jesus and the way back home to the Father.

Z:
God is teaching me in the Old Testament how to make choices that lead to living in eternal life. (B to Z)

Z:
God is teaching about our relationship to Him through analogy or comparison. For example: Abraham and Lot, Sarah and Hagar, Jacob and Esau, Jacob and Laban, Brothers and Joseph.
Z:
The KOG is about God’s desire to have a loving family that he will infinitely bless forever.
Key Lesson: Joseph is a type of Jesus and our way back to the KOG and the entire Old Testament is relevant to Christians.

http://www.near-death.com/experiences/origen043.html
Scriptural Comparisons Between Joseph and Jesus
	 Parallel between them:
	 Joseph
	 Jesus

	 Both were the favorite son of a wealthy father.
	 Gen. 37:3
	 Matt. 3:17

	 Both were a shepherd of his father's sheep.
	 Gen. 37:2
	 John 10:11-14

	 Both were taken into Egypt to avoid being killed.
	 Gen. 37:28
	 Matt. 2:13

	 Both became a servant.
	 Gen. 39:4
	 Phil. 2:7

	 Both began their ministry at the age of thirty years old.
	 Gen. 41:46
	 Luke 3:23

	 Both were filled with the Spirit of God.
	 Gen. 41:38
	 Luke 4:1

	 Both returned good for evil.
	 Gen. 50:20
	 Matt. 5:44

	 Both were humble and unspoiled by wealth.
	 Gen. 45:7-8
	 John 13:12

	 Both were taught by God.
	 Gen. 41:16
	 John 5:19

	 Both loved people freely.
	 Gen. 45:15
	 John 13:34

	 Both gained the confidence of others quickly.
	 Gen. 39:3
	 Matt. 8:8

	 Both gave bread to hungry people who came to him.
	 Gen. 41:57
	 Mark 6:41

	 Both resisted the most difficult temptations.
	 Gen. 39:8-9
	 Heb. 4:15

	 Both were given visions of the future.
	 Gen. 37:6
	 Matt. 24:3

	 Both tested people to reveal their true nature.
	 Gen. 42:25
	 Mark 11:30

	 Both were hated for their teachings.
	 Gen. 37:8
	 John 7:7

	 Both were sold for the price of a slave.
	 Gen. 37:28
	 Matt. 26:15

	 Both were falsely accused.
	 Gen. 39:14
	 Mark 14:56

	 Both were silent before their accusers.
	 Gen. 39:20
	 Mark 15:4

	 Both were condemned between two prisoners.
	 Gen. 40:2-3
	 Luke 23:32

	 Both arose into a new life.
	 Gen. 41:41
	 Mark 16:6

	 Both were not recognized by their own brethren.
	 Gen. 42.8
	 Luke 24:37

	 Both returned to their father.
	 Gen. 46:29
	 Mark 16:19

	 Both became royalty.
	 Gen. 45:8
	 Rev. 19:16


Commentary: If it’s about Jesus it is relevant to us, so we should study the Old Testament just as we do the New Testament as teaching us about the KOG.  The story of Joseph reveals Tree of Life to Tree of Life lessons. God is teaching you and me about the Kingdom throughout the Old Testament.
Key Lesson: The birth of Messiah would be a miracle birth as a sign.
Genesis 29:35-30:2 Jacob became angry with her (Rachel) and said, “Am I in the place of God, who has kept you from having children?”… Then she said, “Here is Bilhah, my maidservant. Sleep with her so that she can bear children for me and that through her I too can build a family.”


Genesis 30:21-25 Then God remembered Rachel  (Eve); he listened to her and opened her womb. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son and said, “God has taken away my disgrace.” She named him Joseph, …After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me on my way so I can go back to my own homeland. 
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:2 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? ..As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

Commentary: All life is a Miracle or Blessing of God.  Progression of the Genesis Messianic prophecy of the seed of the women will crush Satan under his heal.  Circumcision, the miracle births to wives of the Patriarchs’ and other Old Testament women, the tracking of Messiah’s genealogy, the Virgin Birth are all given  to progress our understanding of the greatest miracle of being Born Again of Spirit. Adam and Eve as we all have died to sin. Only through God’s miracle can we be Born Again and later resurrected into the glorified bodies of eternal life. The Bible reveals a progression of the Kingdom of God from the natural physical world to the future Glorified Spiritual World of the New Jerusalem as Heaven and Earth become one.
Do you see the repeating pattern, of Sarah sending Abraham to Hagar and Rachel sending Jacob to Billhah? We must trust in God for our blessings. He is the God of miracles.

“God remembers” is an Old Testament theme which reveals God’s faithfulness to redeem his people. “God remembers” is his way of saying I have not forgot my promise to be faithful to bring the Messiah to humanity for their salvation. Through Jesus our sins will be taken away and we enter the Kingdom of God. As other examples, God remembered Lot and Israel in bondage to Egypt. In modern times the birth of Israel as a nation again on May 14th 1948 is a sign of God’s faithfulness. It is a sign of end-times. This is why the Church should support modern Israel and understand modern Israel is God’s sign that he is coming soon. He has not forgotten his promise to come again.
God often redeems out of great evil and judgment to show he is in control of history and won’t allow Satan to win.  Israel became a State again after the Holocaust. Jesus came the first time after 400 years of bondage to Gentile empires, just as Israel spent 400 years under Egypt years earlier.
When we are Born Again. We die to our sin and our corrupted self of the Bios World and are born a new creature of the imperishable seed of everlasting life or ZOI. Jesus is the way back home. We are to live in the world, but not be of the world. We are to be yoked with believers and not unbelievers.
Key Lesson: Pride and Sin will delay God’s blessings. 

Genesis 37:5-11 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”  His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 
Luke 19:45-48… But the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 
Philippians 2:7-12 but (Jesus) made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

Commentary: Joseph announced his dream in a callous way that led to his brothers hating him, rather than trying to understand what God was doing to bless them through Joseph. Joseph could not be Jesus, just as Isaac could not be our atoning blood sacrifice.  God took away Joseph’s pride as he served as a slave and prisoner for over 14 years We are not to exhibit personal pride of our salvation or kingdom position over our unsaved brothers and sisters but lead them to Jesus/God. Joseph needed time to become God’s humble servant, before he could save Egypt and Israel from famine. God justifies us through faith in Jesus, but then we go through a period of sanctification as we learn to choose God’s ways.
The Church has exhibited this pride over the Jewish people for close to 2000 years. This has made Israel hate/fear the Church, rather than see God’s intent to bless Israel through the Church. 
God will not bring in the Messianic Kingdom without the fullness of Israel. You can say the Church has been under a curse and has delayed the Kingdom of God from progressing to the Messianic Age. In the same light, Jesus, delayed the Messianic Age because of Israel’s lack of faith on his First Coming. The Second coming could have been brought in upon his Resurrection as the suffering servant. 
We have already discussed that if Adam and Eve ate of the Tree of Life and not the Tree of Knowledge, God would have brought in  the Kingdom of God at that time.

Life application. We won’t fully realize the blessings of our life In-Christ until we choose to submit to the Holy Spirit and not our desires which lead us to sin. Satan can only tempt us with our own desires.
Key Lesson: Joseph would refuse temptation to sin against God as Jesus did. 
Genesis 39:6-10 My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.
Commentary: Jesus would be found without sin. This is a direct parallel to God giving Adam and Eve the whole world and the Garden of Eden to rule over, but not the Tree of Knowledge. Joseph did the right thing and would not succumb to Potiphar’s wife’s charms and seduction.

God gives us all of his blessings, but commands us not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. We are continually confronted with our sinful desires. God wants us to resist sin and Satan and to overcome in victory. Jesus resisted all of Satan’s temptations. We resist through submission to the Holy Spirit and God’s Word in gratitude for what he has done for us on the cross. Ephesians 1.
Key Lesson: Joseph would save the Gentiles and rise in power over the Gentiles and then Israel. The Messiah would be Jewish, but he would be given a name considered to be Gentile by Israel. God would place all authority under Jesus, even though he was the ultimate King. 
Genesis 41:41-46 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife. And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt. Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt 
Key Lesson: Through Israel’s rejection the Gentiles were saved only to save Israel.

Genesis 42:8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. 

John 1:10-11 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

Genesis 45:4-11 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! ..But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.

God has not rejected Israel, but plans to save them in end times through the tribulation when they come to repentance and say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” He will fully forgive the remnant Nation of Israel and will bring them close to him.  Israel in end-time ingathering.
The story of Joseph illustrates the type of repentance and forgiveness in Jesus that leads to salvation. We are to show forgiveness to others as God has forgiven us, so others can believe in Messiah’s forgiveness for their sins. 
There will be a 7 year tribulation that will bring a Jewish and Gentile remnant to recognize Jesus and call him for salvation.  The Church is believing Israel and Gentiles that will be called out, the rapture, before the great destitution to live safety with Messiah, until the remnant of the tribulation, led by Israel, calls on Jesus for salvation.
Key Lessons: Israel will come to salvation and become great evangelists at end times.

Genesis 45:24-46:1 So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them. But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. And Israel said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. 
Commentary: In end times the Jews will preach passionately and with joy that Jesus is the Messiah. Just as the Apostle’s and Mary had great joy of the risen Messiah and began to preach in boldness. We are all to preach in boldness that Jesus is alive and the only way back home to the Father and the KOG. This is also a type for Paul’s transformation from His vision on the road to Damascus.
Key Lesson: The Church would forget that their Spiritual blessings have come through the Jewish people.  
Exodus 1:7-10 Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt. (They then subjugated the Jewish people.)
Zechariah 14:15-19  Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, they will have no rain. If the Egyptian people do not go up and take part, they will have no rain. The LORD will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. This will be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.
Commentary: The Church began anti-Semitism in the Church for political and pride reasons. The Church and Gentiles will be redeemed for their mistreatment of Israel in the Messianic Kingdom. God must redeem all things back to his Glory so he can glorify the redeemed. The Church body should celebrate the Hebraic Feasts as a sign to God that we understand his love for Israel as the First Fruit or First Son of Nations. Each Feast and Hebraic Holiday is a milestone in God’s plan of redemption and our path home to God. The Church ( as a whole) is missing a great blessing in the Feasts and Hebraic holidays. The Feasts were always for the entire Seed of Abraham.
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