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Key Lesson: God teaches through analogy and patterns so we can discern spiritual truth thru physical and historic  world examples.

John 3:14-16 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Commentary: Jesus showed us through this example and many others that what is happening to Israel in the Old Testament is also about him and his relationship to everyone, both Jew and Gentile.  

Key Lesson: Just as Israel was in Bondage to Egypt and Pharaoh, we are in bondage to Satan, Sin and Death until saved by faith in Jesus.
Exodus 3:7-15 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites…

Exodus 4: 22 Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son,  23 and I told you, “Let my son (Nation of Israel) go, so he may worship me.” But you refused to let him go; so I (God) will kill your firstborn son.’”
 Hebrews 9:15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

Commentary:  TOL Model: God will redeem back to him all he losses to Satan along the process of bringing the Kingdom of God to its fullness. God gave his one and only son for humanity to redeem them from Satan, Sin and Bondage.  At the time of Israel’s bondage to Egypt, God would have to kill the first born sons of Pharaoh  and Egypt, as well as their male livestock, before Pharaoh’s heart would break and he would release Israel.  
Israel is a type for the Church and Messiah, his First Born son. Pharaoh is a type for Satan. Egypt is a type for our bondage to sin, Satan and death. God was showing that sin leads to death and destruction and only he can save us from Satan and sin’s hold on us. 400 years earlier, on God’s command. Abraham would offer Isaac as a sacrifice. God prevented him from sacrificing Isaac at the last minute. Then God said he would bless humanity with the sacrifice of his one and only son, because of what Abraham and Isaac did in faith and obedience. 
Our only way out of sin is faith and obedience to God.

Key Lesson: The pattern of sin and salvation is a circular pattern of Bios, until we learn to live fully in ZOI through submission to the Holy Spirit. 

Numbers 14:6-9 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes and said to the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them.” 
Numbers14:3-4 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." (NIV)
Genesis19:26 
 But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. (NIV)
Deuteronomy 8:1-19 Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 

2 Kings 17:7 Israel Exiled Because of Sin  All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped other gods.
Commentary: Israel could have chosen to have faith in God and go straight through the desert to the Promised Land. Instead, they lived in their fear and old ways, even though they witnessed the tremendous miracles of God that freed them from slavery.  In effect, they went back to trusting their judgment over God’s. They remained in the desert for forty years, until the older generation died.  In addition, they continually looked to go back to Egypt, frustrating their relationship with God.
God is showing us how all humans act,  even Believers. When our lives prosper , there is a tendency to forget God’s blessings and provision  and fall back into the sin of pride and self-sufficiency. When things become challenging, we often fall back on sin and insecurity, rather than seek God’s comfort, strength and renewed blessing.

God calls us to keep our focus on Yeshua our way back home and to live in ZOI, Eternal Life, now!
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